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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Lumen Selects Ciena Optical Tech to Support AI Workloads 

Ciena’s WaveLogic 6 technology significantly increases network capacity, performance and speed 
 

HANOVER, Md., and DENVER – February 25, 2025 – Lumen Technologies (NYSE:LUMN), the 

trusted network for AI, is enhancing its network with Ciena’s (NYSE:CIEN) coherent optical 

innovations. This will strengthen Lumen’s ability to deliver highly tailored, scalable connectivity 

services to major cloud and data center providers striving to keep pace with the growth of Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) workloads and associated traffic. 

 

“AI is reshaping industries, and the network is the enabler of this transformation. To meet growing 

demand, Lumen is executing one of the largest internet expansions ever seen. Ciena will play a key 

role in helping us build the backbone for the AI economy, giving our customers across the globe the 

capacity, programmability and capability they need to make the most of the AI era,” Kye Prigg, 

Executive Vice President, Enterprise Operations, Lumen Technologies.  

 

As Lumen’s preferred optical vendor, Ciena plays a key role positioning Lumen to meet AI demand. 

Lumen will utilize Ciena’s WaveLogic 6 Extreme (WL6e) – the industry’s first high-bandwidth 1.6 

Tb/s coherent transceiver powered by innovative 3nm silicon in its network to drive significant 

economic benefits for operators, including a 50% reduction in space and power per bit. Ciena’s 

Navigator Control Suite (NCS) will help automate the management and control of Lumen’s fiber 

assets. 

 

“We are amid a truly transformative era, one akin to the dawn of the internet itself. And the enabler of 

this era is not the AI, but the network. Now more than ever, we need robust, dynamic and scalable 

networks to cater to growth that was previously unfathomable but is now simply the standard. Lumen 

is a network that is continually pushing the limits, and its customers across the world will be perfectly 

positioned to benefit,” said Dino DiPerna, Senior Vice President, Global Research and Development, 

Ciena. 
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### 

 

About Lumen Technologies   

Lumen is unleashing the world's digital potential. We ignite business growth by connecting people, data, and applications – 

quickly, securely, and effortlessly. As the trusted network for AI, Lumen uses the scale of our network to help companies 

realize AI's full potential. From metro connectivity to long-haul data transport to our edge cloud, security, managed service, 

and digital platform capabilities, we meet our customers' needs today and as they build for tomorrow. For news and insights 

visit news.lumen.com, LinkedIn: /lumentechnologies, X: @lumentechco, Facebook: /lumentechnologies, Instagram: 

@lumentechnologies, and YouTube: /lumentechnologies.  

 

About Ciena 

Ciena (NYSE: CIEN) is a global leader in networking systems, services, and software. We build the most adaptive networks 

in the industry, enabling customers to anticipate and meet ever-increasing digital demands. For three-plus decades, Ciena has 

brought our humanity to our relentless pursuit of innovation. Prioritizing collaborative relationships with our customers, 

partners, and communities, we create flexible, open, and sustainable networks that better serve all users—today and into the 

future. For updates on Ciena, follow us on LinkedIn, Twitter, the Ciena Insights blog, or visit www.ciena.com. 

 

Note to Ciena Investors 

You are encouraged to review the Investors section of our website, where we routinely post press releases, SEC filings, 

recent news, financial results, and other announcements. From time to time we exclusively post material information to this 

website along with other disclosure channels that we use. This press release contains certain forward-looking statements that 

are based on our current expectations, forecasts, information, and assumptions. These statements involve inherent risks and 

uncertainties.  Actual results or outcomes may differ materially from those stated or implied, because of risks and 

uncertainties, including those detailed in our most recent annual and quarterly reports filed with the SEC. Forward-looking 

statements include statements regarding our  expectations, beliefs, intentions or strategies and can be identified by words 

such as "anticipate," "believe," "could," "estimate," "expect," "intend," "may," "should," "will," and "would" or similar 

words. Ciena assumes no obligation to update the information included in this press release, whether as a result of new 

information, future events or otherwise. 
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